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program, the individual the key the situa- 
tion. His occupation, recreation, modes transporta- 
tion, physical defects, and state mind, must con- 
When large number accident fatalities are 
grouped age and sex, pattern accidents appears 
not only gives indication the extent the 
problem, but the causes and possible preventive 
measures. 

The activities individual throughout his life 
divided according the ‘‘seven ages 
infant (under one year), the preschool 
thild (ages 1-4), the elementary school years (5-14), the 
school years and early adulthood (15-24), early 
Maturity (25-44), middle age (45-64), and old age 
and over). The accompanying table shows the 
age groups: 


Percentage Total Deaths From Accidental and Other Causes 
California, 
Under Over 


death 1-4 5-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 
deaths. 28.0 410 464 193 
from other 


UNDER ONE YEAR 


the total number deaths under one year, acci- 
fatalities account for only small percent. How- 
Wer, deaths resulting from prenatal and natal causes 
not considered, accidents cause one death six 
age group. Almost one-half the accidental deaths 
are attributed mechanical suffocation. 
explanation the cause death. Where 
have been made infant deaths from mechan- 


and the 


OLSON, Associate Statistician, and HAMMERSLY, Junior Public Health Analyst, Bureau Records and 


ical with careful post-mortem examination, 
approximately percent such deaths were found 
really due acute overwhelming infection, the 
majority which were respiratory infections.? Other 
causes accidental deaths this age group are falls, 
motor vehicle accidents, accidental burns, deaths 
conflagrations, and accidental poisoning liquids 
solids. 

Almost all accidental deaths infants could 
prevented care the part the parents. Where 
there are small children about, the household 
should ‘‘accident-proofed.” Dangerous articles 
should put out reach, stairs blocked both the top 
and the bottom gates, and play area equipped with 
safe toys should arranged. 


Accidents cause percent all deaths ages 
through Motor vehicle accidents are the leading 
cause, followed accidental drownings, burns, poi- 
soning, and falls. Again almost all these deaths are 
preventable through the efforts adults. Training 
traffic precautions should part the child’s earliest 
lessons. Motorists should take extra precautions 
residential areas. Adequate play space off the street 
should prevent many these deaths and such areas 
should included the planning new residential 
districts. Accidental drownings could almost entirely 
prevented adequate supervision when young chil- 
dren are playing near the water. Burns are often 
caused children upsetting pots and pans hot food. 
Handles should turned toward the back the stove. 


Second series three articles California’s accident 
problem. 

State California, Department Public Health, 
Vital Statistics Records. 

2(Jacob Werne, M.D., and Irene Garrow, M.D.) “Sudden 
Deaths Infants Due Mechanical Suffocation,” 
American Journal Public Health, June, 1947, 675-687. 
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Poisonings often result from carelessness disposing 
medicine bottles leaving household poisons within 
reach. 

SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN 


Accidents are far the most important single 
cause death children school age (5-14). Almost 
one-half the deaths this age group are due 
motor vehicle accidents, drownings, falls, burns, acci- 
dents with firearms, and other accidental causes. 

The school years are the best for teaching safety. 
For example, high school classes driving not only 
cut down deaths from this cause this group, but 
make the students safer drivers for life. Instead 
haphazard teaching disinterested relatives inex- 
perienced friends, training systematic and includes 
thorough knowledge the mechanics and limitations 
the automobile. Examinations are usually far more 


inclusive than those given local motor vehicle 
departments. 

Safety education can introduced along with 
other school subjects. Often guest speaker more 
effective than written material. For example, Officer 
Kelly who just tracked down three gunmen single- 
handed ex-Sergeant Jones Pacific fame thinks 
wise drive safely handle gun carefully, then 
not ‘‘sissy’’ for anyone else so. 

Adequate swimming facilities with lifeguards and 
lifesaving equipment would prevent many deaths from 
drowning. Some cities, San Francisco for example, 
make swimming course compulsory for high school 
students. 

AGES 15-34 


More than one-third all deaths ages 15-34 are 
accidents. Motor vehicle deaths lead all 


LEADING CAUSES ACCIDENTAL DEATHS 
PERCENT TOTAL ACCIDENTAL DEATHS EACH AGE 
CALIFORNIA, 1947 
(BY PLACE OCCURRENCE) 


UNDER YEAR 5-14 
MECHANICAL MOTOR MOTOR 
FALLS 6.5% DROWNING DROWNING 
MOTOR BURNS - Except 
BURNS Except POISON BURNS Exce 
MOTOR 
VEHICLE VEHICLE 
DROWNING FALLS FALLS 
AiR 
POISON 
FALLS DROWNING Solids or Liquids 3.6% 
AND OVER 

FALLS 55.6% 

MOTOR 


Conflagration 


RAILWAY 
SOURCE: See 


sont 


j 
3 


all 


California’s Health, California Department Public Health, May 15, 1949 163 


other accidental causes, followed drownings, air However, accidents continue cause the fourth great- 
accidents and falls. The safety measures suggested est number deaths. these, motor vehicle deaths 
above might prevent many these deaths. lead ages 64, followed falls and drownings. 

The introduction third dimension motion— persons and over, falls lead all causes acci- 
namely, air transportation—increases the natural haz- dental deaths, followed motor vehicle accidents, 
ards travel. The federal government took over safety burns, and railway accidents. Physical defects such 
this field almost from the beginning. loss sight hearing contribute greatly these 

Safety has always been byword commercial deaths. Often accidents which would not have caused 

aviation, and technical advances are constantly being death ina younger person prove fatal elderly people. 

made which will cut down the possibility mechanical Broken bones not knit the victim often 
human failures. The large number military and contracts pneumonia other secondary illness 
air training schools California increases the result accident, many which are home acci- 


“Sunday flyer’’ becoming problem. Although air 


number deaths from this accidental cause the 


dents. Consideration other members the family 
State. With the increasing use small planes, the 


will help make the home safer place. 


Just heart disease and cancer are primarily dis- 
eases the older age groups, accidents are the problem 
the younger groups. Because more hazardous 
and recreation, more men than women die 
from accidental causes. Since the largest number 
victims are probably the family wage earners, acci- 


training far better supervised than motor vehicle 
instruction, once license obtained the pilot free 
use plane which has not been properly serviced, 
take off without adequate weather information, and 
land fields without radio facilities. 


FROM dental deaths and injuries are extremely costly terms 
From age on, accidents give way heart disease, social and loss individuals, their families 
and principal causes death. and society whole. 


DEATHS FROM SELECTED ACCIDENTAL CAUSES AGE GROUP AND SEX 
CALIFORNIA, 1947 
(By place occurrence) 


Cause death and sex 5-14 15-24 25-34 


= 


‘ 

‘ 

‘ 

‘ 

ww 


169-195 
exclusive 
above 


Source: State California, Department Public Health, Vital Statistics Records. 


| 
le- 
le, 
| 55 and 
35-44 45-54 55-64 
number 
Total, all accidental deaths. ..........Both sexes...}.......... 7,610 262 314 350 1,090 924 905 916 868 1,981 ; 
152 183 253 890 778 705 729 673 
110 131 200 146 200 187 195 924 
Motor vehicle i70 3,464 122 163 734 517 461 459 573 
106 589 425 338 354 437 
829 145 123 108 105 136 
Air transport accidents. .................-Both sexes... 173 2 1 59 84 37 ll 1 1 
acciden pomwoning or 
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Nation-wide Examination for Bureau 
Hospitals Chief 


nation-wide examination for Chief, Bureau 
Hospitals, has been announced the California State 
Personnel Board for June 25th. Applications for the 
examination should filed with the State Personnel 
Board June 4th. 

This responsible position with the headquarters 
office the State Department Public Health San 
The Chief, Bureau Hospitals, organizes 
and directs the Bureau Hospitals the inspection, 
licensing, regulation, and surveying the State’s 
hospital and medical facilities and assists with the 
planning and development new hospitals and health 
centers. The salary range $644 $782 month. 

Entrance requirements for the examination include 
graduation from college and six years hospital ad- 
ministration public health administrative experi- 
ence. 

Information and application forms may obtained 
from the State Personnel Board offices 1015 
Street, Sacramento; 107 State Building, San Fran- 
cisco 305 State Building, Los Angeles. 


Berkeley Nursing Examination 


The City Berkeley will hold open competitive 
examination for Supervisor Public Health Nurses 
June 1949. Applications should filed May 
20. They are available the Personnel Department, 
City Hall, Berkeley, California. 

Applicants must have three years experience. 
Salary range $270-$300 per month. 


Appear Monthly 


The accompanying table Deaths Cause’’ for 
January, 1949, based upon the Sixth Revision the 
International List Causes Death. The cause 
death groupings used the table are not comparable 
similar groupings used for tabulations deaths prior 
1949 because the revision the International List 
along with the change method selecting primary 
death’’ from the underlying cause stated 
the certificate. detailed study the effect 
these changes upon the number deaths some the 
important classifications will made during the year. 

Since the form the death’’ section 
was changed the revised death certificate which has 
been used since January and since new coding pro- 
cedures were instituted January, the provisional 
data for this month are subject more error than 
expect for following months. 


Similar tables will published for deaths regis. 
tered each month with the cumulative deaths for the 
current year. 


DEATHS SELECTED CAUSE: CALIFORNIA 
JANUARY, 1949 


Provisional figures. 


Number 

Cause death deaths 


Selected Communicable Diseases 

Tuberculosis Respiratory system (001-008) 214 
Tuberculosis, other forms (010-019) 


Diphtheria (055) 
Whooping cough (056) 
Poliomyelitis (030-081) 
Other infective and parasitic diseases (001-138, exclusive 

Influenza (480-483) 


Selected Diseases Usually Chronic Nature 
Malignant neoplasms the digestive organs and periton- 


Malignant neoplasms the system 
Malignant neoplasms the breast 
Malignant neoplasms the female genital organs 

Malignant neoplasms, other and unspecified sites (140-199, 

Neoplasms the lymphatic and haematopoietic tissues 

Benign neoplasms and neoplasms unspecified nature 

Vascular lesions affecting the central nervous system 

Nephritis and nephrosis (590-594) 
Hernia and intestinal obstruction (560-561, 
Diseases the circulatory system: 

Chronic rheumatic heart disease 128 

Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart disease 

2,406 

Other diseases the system 839 


Important Causes Limited One Sex Age Group 
Complications pregnancy, childbirth and the 
Diseases early infancy 

Birth injuries, postnatal asphyxia atelectasis 


Other infections the newborn (763, 
Other diseases peculiar early infancy 

Accidental and Violent Deaths 
Motor vehicle accidents 178 
Other accidents (800-802, 268 
108 
Homicide and injury purposely inflicted other persons 


Other Selected Causes 


Congenital malformations 100 
Cause not assigned, query 285 


Note: For code numbers following cause of death refer to the Sixth Decennial 
Revision of International Lists of Diseases and Causes of Death. Figures include deaths 
occurring in 1949 and registered in January, 1949. 

Source: State California, Department Public Health, Vital Statistics 
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SUMMARY STATE LEGISLATION REQUIRING PREMARITAL EXAMINATIONS 
FOR VENEREAL DISEASE—1948 


(Continued from last 


Certifi- 
State Length cate 
(and Accepts certificates time Physicians eligible Laboratories eligible Laboratory test accept- 
“waiting from certificate make make test required able 
period’ valid examinations 
any) Cali- 
fornia? 
tion law 
New Hamp 
Out-of-state form accept- days Any registered phy- Within state: State Wassermann, Kahn Yes 
(five able sician state approved. Out-of- other 
days) state: State (central) standard lab. test 


lab; Armed forces: 
City and Washington, 


New Out-of-state form accept- days Qualified physician Within state: State Wassermann, Kahn Yes 
days) able. state approved. Out-of- 
state: State standard approved 
torial: Armed forces; test. 
USPHS: New 
Baltimore and 
Philadelphi 


phia. 

New New York. (California days Duly licensed physi- Within state: State Standard approved Yes 

form not acceptable cian. state approved test. 

omits date specimen York City New York 

taken.) City approved lab. Out- 

of-state: State lab. 

New York Out-of-state form accept- Any licensed physi- Out-of-state: Only state Standard serological Yes 
City (Three able, provided no- cian commis- ab. Army; Navy; test. 
days after tarized. Marriage li- sioned medical offi- USPHS; and District 
blood speci- cense clerk should in- Columbia lab. 
men taken, struct applicants USPHS. 
nor within have physician write 


date blood specimen 


issuance taken. 
marriage 
cept membe 
Armed 
forces 
which case 
hour pro- 
vision does 
not apply.) 
North North Carolina only.(Out- days Physician regularly Within state: State Complement 
Carolina of-state: Applicants use licensed Nort state approved. Out-of- Kolmer, Eagle. 
lab. certificate Carolina. state: State state Flocculation: Kline 
N.C.) approved. Kahn, Eagle, Hin- 
ton. Tbe. included 
examination. 
North California form days Duly licensed physi- Within state: State Standard serologic Yes 
Dakota cian and surgeon. state approved. Out-of- test. 
state public health lab.” 
Premarital form state days Duly Ohio Within state: State ap- Standard approved Yes 
(Five days) having similar law(Cali- (or licensed proved. Out-of-state: serologic test. 
fornia) acceptable ac- state for Out-of- Any approved lab. 
companied special state certificates state with similar law. 
Ohio certificate form with laws similar 
signed officer em- Ohio). 


powered issue mar- 
riage licenses. (Ohio ex- 
amination form not 
used out state.) 


marriage shall not solemnized within three days from the date which the specimen was taken for the serologic test and not 
until twenty-four hours after the issuance the marriage license. 


the 
the 
214 
291 
426 
116 
808 
161 
50 
128 
839 
128 
446 
178 
268 
108 
443 
285 
deaths 
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SUMMARY STATE LEGISLATION REQUIRING PREMARITAL EXAMINATIONS FOR VENEREAL 


State Length cate 
(and Accepts certificates time Physicians eligible Laboratories eligible Laboratory test accept- 
“waiting from certificate make make test able 
period’ valid examinations 
any) 
fornia? 


ap- 


California State lab. state approved lab. Out-| amination 
Specify test of-state: USPHS, state proved state 
Oklahoma labs, Armed services. Commissioner.” 
tice within state licensed lab; state. test approved 
Oregon and resi- the state board 
dent state. health. 
Pennsyl- Pennsylvania days Licensed Pennsyl- Within state: State Standard serologic Yes 
vania vania state approved. Out-of- test. 
state: State lab. 
Rhode Rhode Island only. days Within state: State Standard Yes 
Island* tious tuberculosis and state approved lab. Out- 
gonorrhea included.) of-state: State lab., un- 
less others accepted 
special arrangement. 
South 
South South Dakota only. days Licensed Within state: State Yes 
Dakota (These forms have been state approved. Out-of- 
furnished California state: State lab. (Mark 
State Laboratory). blood specimen 
marriage South Da- 
Tennessee only. (Exami- days Medical graduate Within state: State and Wassermann, Kahn Yes 
nation for any V.D. in- reputable medical state approved. Out-of- others. 
fections). school licensed State: State lab., 
state which USPHS, Armed forces. 
resides. 
Utah form state with days Licensed “physician Within state: State Standard approved 
comparable law. and surgeon.” state Out-of- test. (reci- 
state: State and state procal) 
approved labs. 
Vermont form author- days Persons licensed Within state: State lab. Standard approved Yes 
form other state practice medicine only. Out-of-state: serologic test. 
does not ap- and surgery, State lab. branches. 
forces). USPHS. 
state Out-of- test. 
state: State Federal 


Government lab. 


the woman not resident Rhode Island she must fill and sign such (marriage) license not later than five days previous 
the marriage, but the town clerk shall keep the license his possession until the sixth day after the said license has been filled and signed. 
test made out state, copy the results must sent the Utah State Department Public Health. 

However, the serologic test were performed state federal laboratory and the result was indicated California cer- 
tificate, upon its presentation the State Health Department Virginia certificate would issued without further examination were 
presented within thirty days the date serologic test was performed. 

One who holds license practice medicine issued the medical examining board this state similar board authority 
some other state, territory county, the District Columbia. 


7 
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SUMMARY STATE LEGISLATION REQUIRING PREMARITAL EXAMINATIONS FOR VENEREAL 


Certifi- 
State Length cate 
(and Accepts certificates time eligible Laboratories eligible Laboratory test accept- 
“waiting from certificate make make test required able 
riod’ valid examinations 
any) Cali- 
fornia? 
Virginia state with comparable est Virginia state Out-of- approved 
law. state: State lab. and Commissioner 
branches, territorial Health. 
and District Colum- 
bia, Armed forces and 
USPHS. 


Wisconsin form ony. (If 


(Five days) test made out-of-state sician, medic state approved. Out-of- standard test. males 
attach original lab. re- cer Armed forces state: State and state (free- 
port.) approved. dom 

from 
V.D.) 
for 
females 
(blood 
test 
only) 

Wyoming Wyoming days Duly licensed under Within state: State Standard approved Yes 

laws Wyoming state approved. Out-of- test. 
and engaged state: (no stated ap- 
practice therein. provals). 
Territory California acceptable. days Licensed physician, Within Hawaii: Territory Approved serologic Yes 
Armed forces, and territory approved test. 
USPHS. labs. Out-of-Hawaii: 


State state approved 
labs. 


Prepared the Venereal Disease Service, State Department Public Health. 


Requirements for Those 
Traveling Abroad 


Immunization Information for Those Traveling 
Abroad now available pamphlet form from the 
Public Health Service, Washington 25, 

the absence unusual outbreaks disease, the 
United States has immunization requirements for 
persons leaving this country, except may required 
for military personnel and dependents. 

The foreign quarantine regulations the United 
States, however, require that all persons, both Amer- 
iean citizens and nationals other countries, prior 
admission the United States from abroad show 
certificate showing satisfactory evidence vaccina- 
tion against smallpox within three years prior arrival 
evidence previous attack smallpox. Persons 
not presenting such proof may subjected penalties 
and required submit vaccination held under 
observation for days. 

Vaccinations requirements foreign countries 
vary. Information recommended procedures for 
those entering the various foreign nations appears 
the pamphlet mentioned above. 


Dr. Elliot Appointed Staff 


Dr. Martha Elliot resigning from the 
Children’s Bureau after years service accept 
appointment Assistant Director General the 
World Health Organization. 

Taking over Children’s Bureau Associate Chief 
June will Dr. Leona Baumgartner, now Assist- 
ant Health Commissioner New York City. 


Lasker Award for Ostrow 


Mr. Ostrow, staff member the San Francisco 
News, has been presented with the Lasker Award for 
information leading public action,’’ the 
National Committee for Mental Hygiene. 

Mr. Ostrow was the author series newspaper 
articles titled ‘‘People the Dark’’ which described 
conditions California’s mental hospitals. 


has duties the community which 
alone the free and full development his personality 
Nations Universal Declaration 
Human Rights. 
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Beryllium Poisoning Topic 
Adult Health Report 


During World War II, previously disease 
caused the chemical beryllium and its 
the attention many physicians. Exposure 
the metal itself and many its compounds was 
found cause skin and respiratory disorders. 

The fact that beryllium still wide use has 
prompted the Bureau Adult Health, State Depart- 
ment Health, prepare resume present 
beryllium poisoning information. Copies the report 
are available from the Bureau Health Education, 
760 Market Street, San Francisco. 

Beryllium poisoning more than industrial 
hazard. Compounds containing the chemical are used 
the inside coatings most fluorescent and sign 
tubes. 

The tubes are perfectly safe normal use, but 
hazardous broken disposed carelessly. skin 
from glass splinters tends ulcerate, and will 
not heal unless all chemical particles are removed. 

tubes must broken for disposal the trash 
barrel, they should destroyed outdoors with the 
individual wearing gloves protect his skin. 

tubes should never burned nor should 
they used playthings children. 


Rabies Study Committee 


attempt gather further information the 
rabies problem California, the Rabies Study Com- 
mittee the State Department Public Health will 
this month send questionnaire all the State’s 
local health departments. 

The study committee, which was set study 
rabies control procedures and make recommendations 
for the future policies and procedures this field, 
includes 


Ben Dean, D.V.M., Supervising Sanitary Livestock Inspector, 
Acute Communicable Disease Service 
Robert Dyar, Chief, Division Preventive Medical Services 
George Hart, M.D., D.V.M., Dean the School 
Veterinary Medicine, Davis 
Arthur Hollister, M.D., Chief, Acute Communicable Disease 
Service 
Frank Stead, Chief, Division Environmental Sanitation 
Robert Westphal, M.D., Health Officer, Riverside County. 
Many gaps the present knowledge the State’s 
rabies problem now exists and the committee, with the 
aid the questionnaire results, hopes furnish 


report upon which future activities can based. 


has the right rest and leisure, includ- 
ing reasonable working hours and periodic 
holidays with Nations Universal Dec- 
laration Human Rights. 


California Morbidity Reports—Selected 
Diseases—Civilian Cases 


Total Cases for March and Total Cases for 
Through March, 1949, 1948, 1947 and 
5-Year Median (1944-1948) 


Current month Cumulative 


March January through March 
Selected diseases 


Chickenpox 

Coccidioidal 

Conjunctivitis—acute in- 
fectious of the newborn 
(ophthalmia neonatorum) 


(rubella)... 
Influenza, 
Jaundice, infectious 
Measles 
Meningitis, meningococcic_ 
Pneumonia, infectious... 
Poliomyelitis, acute 


Typhoid fever............ 

Typhus 

losis). 


Gonococcus infection... .. 
Granuloma inguinale 
Lymphogranuloma 
venereum (lympho- 
venereum, 
lymphogranuloma 
inguinale)_ 


Chronic Disease Report Available 


The complete report the chronic disease investi- 
gation submitted the State Legislature the 
Department Public Health earlier this year has been 
printed and now available for plus tax from the 
Legislative Bill Room, Sacramento. 

The two-year investigation California’s 
disease problem was requested resolution the 
Legislature 1947. The report was summarized the 
31, 1949, issue California’s Health. 
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5-yr. 
me- — 
1949 | 1948 | 1047 | dian || 1949 | 1948 | 1047 | dign Sn 

1944- 
1948 

52 70 73 87 137 183 305, 
Dysentery, bacillary . 24 29 75 77 iby: 

Encephalitis, infectious___. 5 1 4 12 9 13 

116 142 26 116)... 
220) 1,502 205 428 498) 14,210 362| 4,870 
85 ll 133 28 33) 

4 2 8 8 9 4 31 32 be 
11,753} 10,777 981 | 10,777) 20,226) 16,527) 2,482) 15400 
35 49 28 55 102 151 96; 
6,938} 4,191] 2,170) 4,191]/14,800) 8,488) 5,360) 8,488 
205 190 184 301 529 667 690} 1,011 : oe ; 
Rabies, animal. 24 40 26 40 66 101 79 108 
Rheumatic fever..._....... 107 107 | 198 248 

Scarlet fover............. 513 478 628 1,386) 1,289) 1,861) 2,911 

Tuberculosis: 
Pulmonary............- 887 830 691 2,103/ 2,089) 2,069) 1,928 
Other forms............ 38 63 58 47 99 141 142 136 ae 

Whooping cough (pertussis) 274 597 750 597 760; 1,412] 1,765) 1,768 aA 
2,667) 2,650) 2,493) 2,421]) 6,518) 6,911) 8,424) 6,911 
1 6 9 15 
1,696} 1,843) 1,956) 1,956]) 4,203) 4,670) 6,460) 6,460 


